
Circulation and Content
The Hong Kong Practitioner is published monthly by The Hong

Kong College of Family Physicians.

The Journal is indexed in EMBASE/Excerpta Medica as ‘HK
Pract ’.  It has a circulation of 4000, distributed to all members and
some non-members of the College, academic institutions as well
as private subscribers in Hong Kong and overseas.

The aim of the journal is to promote the development of quality
family medicine/general practice in Hong Kong and the region, by
publishing editorials, original articles, update reviews, letters to
the editor, news of future meetings, and self-assessment materials.

Manuscript Criteria – General
Papers submitted for publication should fulfil the following criteria:-

a. Not previously published, or currently under review by another
journal.

b. Typed on one side of numbered A4 size papers in double line
spacing with 3 cm margins.

c. Three copies should be submitted.
d. List of full names (both English and if Chinese applicable) with

a maximum of six authors, giving basic and higher qualifications
and current appointment of each.

e. A maximum of four qualifications will be included for each
author.

f. The principle author should give his or her address for
correspondence.

g. Authorship details should be on a sheet separate from the main
text to assist in sending papers ‘blind’ to referees.  Spelling
should conform to the Oxford Dictionary.

h. Abbreviations should be spelt in full when first used.
i. Generic names of drugs must be used.  Proprietary names may

be used in parentheses on the first occasion if necessary.
j. SI units should be used, with traditional units in parentheses.
k. Tables and illustrations should be on separate sheets and clearly

labelled.  The titles should enable interpretation without
reference to the text.

l. Photographs should be labelled on the reverse.
m. References should conform with the Vancouver style as used

in this journal, and must be clearly numbered in the correct
order in the text.  Journal titles should be abbreviated to Index
Medicus Style.  List all authors and/or editors up to three; if
more than three, list the first three and “ et al”.

n. While a liberal policy is adopted in matters of controversy, no
personal attacks, explicit or implied, are permitted.

o. Attempts at self advertising or unwarranted promotion of
particular drugs or procedures will lead to rejection of the article.

p. Ten copies of reprints will be provided free to the authors.
Additional copies may be purchased and should be ordered
when the proofs are returned.

q. All articles described in this Information for Authors are peer-
reviewed.  At least one of the reviewers will be a family
physician.

r. All articles are subject to editing.
s. Correspondence should be addressed to the Editor, The Hong

Kong Practitioner, The Hong Kong College of Family
Physicians, 7th Floor, HKAM Jockey Club Building, 99 Wong
Chuk Hang Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong.

Copyright
Authors assign copyright of all articles to the journal.  However

10% of any article may be used elsewhere without permission.

Categories of Articles
Original Research POriginal Research POriginal Research POriginal Research POriginal Research Papersapersapersapersapers

Papers on original research relating to primary care in Hong
Kong are particularly welcome.

They should be set out in a standard format with an Introduction
giving background and objectives; Method giving details of subjects,
study design and measurements, interventions, outcomes, and
statistical methods; Results; Discussion; Conclusions; References;
and Acknowledgements.

Papers should be between 1,500 and 3,500 words in length.

Graphs and tables should be limited to six and references to
40.

A structured summary of up to 200 words should be set out
under the headings of Objective, Design, Subjects, Main Outcome
Measures, Results, and Conclusions.  Up to five keywords should
be given to aid index cross-reference.

Educational Update ArticlesEducational Update ArticlesEducational Update ArticlesEducational Update ArticlesEducational Update Articles
They should be relevant to the Family Physician who is trying

to keep up to date with recent advances in primary care.

Articles should be between 1,500 and 3,500 words, and
structured with a summary, introduction, and main body of article
with appropriate subheadings.

Graphs and tables should be limited to six and references to
40.

Discussion PDiscussion PDiscussion PDiscussion PDiscussion Papersapersapersapersapers
Papers on topics and issues of relevance to primary care are

welcome.  They should present a hypothesis or problem, and offer
a way of solving it or a solution for discussion.  They should be
between 1,500 to 3,500 words, and structured with a summary,
introduction, and main body of article with appropriate subheadings.

Case ReportsCase ReportsCase ReportsCase ReportsCase Reports
These articles should be up to 1,500 words reporting cases of

particular interest, difficult management, unusual presentations or
outcomes, carrying a useful message to other doctors; with no more
than one table or illustration and five references.

LLLLLetters to the Editoretters to the Editoretters to the Editoretters to the Editoretters to the Editor
Letters should be up to 500 words with no more than one table

or illustration and five references.

INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS

DisclaimerDisclaimerDisclaimerDisclaimerDisclaimer
Whilst every effort is made by the HKCFP, the publisher

and editorial board to see that no inaccurate or misleading
data, opinions or statements appear in this Journal, they wish
to make it clear that the data, opinions or statements appearing
in the articles and advertisements herein are the responsibility
of the authors or advertisers concerned.  Accordingly, the
HKCFP, the publisher, the editorial board and their respective
employees, officers and agents accept no liability whatsoever
for the consequences of any such data, opinions or statements.


